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Part planetary love poem, part 24/7 news flash, the hypnotic poems of This Connection of Everyone

with Lungs wrap with equal, angular grace around lovers and battleships. These poems hear the

tracer fire in a bird's song and capture cell division and troop deployments in the same expansive

thought. They move through concentric levels of association and embrace &#151;from the space

between the hands to the mesosphere and back again&#151;touching everything in between. The

book's focus shifts between local and global, public and private, individual and social. Everything

gets in: through all five senses, through windows, between your sheets, under your skin.
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We can get a sense of the grand, encompassing scope of this book from its title alone, a phrase

drawn from the opening poem: "Poem Written After September 11, 2001." This poem's central task

is to articulate the model of radical interconnectedness upon which the rest of the book depends.

Over its eight pages it performs this task through what essentially amounts to a slow zoom-out, from

the microscopic level ("cells, the movement of cells and the division of cells") all the way out to

global scope ("the space of the cities and the space of the regions and the space of the nations and

the space of the continents and islands"). To call oneself a "global citizen" is slightly pollyanna-ish,

but this poem still functions as a lovely vision: the way it is made elegiac by its positioning as a

"post-9/11" poem feels slightly predictable, but that makes the elegy no less real. One of the more

"important" poems in recent memory (let's set aside, for now, the question of whether poetry should



aspire to importance).More interesting and important still is the book's remainder, a single long

poem (broken into discrete chunks), entitled "Poem Written From November 30, 2002, to March 27,

2003." I think this poem is more interesting because it's doing the thornier work of dealing with the

consequences of the first poem: if "everyone with lungs" is connected in a "lovely [and] doomed"

global matrix, then what does this mean? If we can successfully expand our consciousness to the

point where it encompasses the whole earth as a system, then what does it mean when part of that

system (including but not limited to "our part") is attempting to kill another part of that system

(including but not limited to "their part")?
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